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Keppel Seghers is a well-established name in the 

environmental and water industry in Singapore. The 

company specialises in a wide range of environment and 

water fields, such as solid waste, wastewater, drinking 

and process water, biosolids and sludge.

Besides building and operating Singapore’s largest 

NEWater plant in Ulu Pandan, the company is also 

building Singapore’s fifth incineration plant, which will be 

able to treat up to 800 tonnes of waste per day. With the 

growing global demand for water resources and waste 

management, Keppel Seghers has also made inroads 

into international markets.

Billion-dollar Deals
In 2006, Qatar was looking for a sustainable solution 

to meet its waste management needs. Keppel Seghers 

successfully pitched for the project worth S$1.7 billion 

from the country’s Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Agriculture (now known as the Ministry of Municipality 

Oasis
Renewable
The

and Urban Planning). Under the contract, Keppel Seghers 

will design and build four waste transfer stations and 

one integrated domestic waste management centre to 

treat domestic solid waste for the whole of Qatar and 

operate and maintain the facility for 20 years. The waste 

management centre is expected to be operational in 

late-2009.

Barely a year later, Keppel Seghers was awarded another 

major contract, this time a Design-Build-Operate (DBO) 

deal with ASHGHAL, the country’s Public Works Authority, 

to build the Middle East’s largest wastewater treatment 

and water reuse facility in Doha North. The project is of 

similar value as the other Qatar Contract. 

Known as the Doha North Sewage Treatment Works, 

it is capable of treating up to 439,000 cubic metres of 

wastewater each day and is due to serve a population 

of over 900,000 once operational in 2010. The sludge 

treatment facility, the only one in Qatar, will treat sludge 

from wastewater treatment plants across the nation using 

thermal drying processes, converting them into organic 

fertilizers or green energy sources. Keppel Seghers 

will subsequently operate and maintain the facility for  

10 years.

“This project is the largest environmental engineering 

undertaking a Singaporean company has ever won in the 

Middle East,” says Christopher Phong, Keppel Seghers’ 

Director of Commercial and Business. “It is a ringing 

endorsement of our state-of-the-art technologies and 

project management expertise.” 

Middle Eastern Opportunities
Christopher also points out that the rapidly developing 

Middle Eastern countries are seeking to diversify their 

economies, shifting from their dependence on oil and 

gas as their primary source of national income to other 

industries. The nation’s real Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) grew by an estimated 8.4% in 2007, and oil 

currently accounts for more than 60% of its GDP and 

some 70% of government revenue. 

He added, “Keppel will continue to tap into the 

vast opportunities arising from the Middle East’s 

increasing demand for basic infrastructure, leveraging 

on our established track record in providing excellent 

environmental solutions.”

From Client to Partner
Building on its track record in Qatar, Keppel Seghers’ 

parent company, Keppel Corporation Limited, signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding with the Qatar 

Investment Authority (QIA) in January 2008, inviting 

the QIA to participate as its first equity investor in the 

Singapore Consortium for the Sino-Singapore Tianjin 

Eco-City project.

The Tianjin Eco-City will become a thriving, self-

sustainable, replicable and scalable ‘green city’ model 

that will create an optimal ‘live-work-play’ living 

environment and spawn bountiful opportunities for 

international collaboration, where water technologies 

will become one of its key industries. 

International Demand
Keppel Seghers is truly a global company, with water 

treatment plants and waste management plants in diverse 

countries such as Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Brazil, China, Egypt, France, Germany, India, Mexico, the 

Netherlands, and the United States, among others.

In December 2008, the company furthered its reach by 

securing two more contracts worth nearly S$120 million: 

one in Guadeloupe, a French Carribean archipelago; and 

the other in Honduras, Central America.

With its world-class management expertise 

in solid waste and water fast 

becoming a key feature of 

urbanisation, Keppel Seghers is 

well poised to bring its services to  

the world.

Inking the S$1.7 billion solid waste management contract  
in Qatar are His Excellenc y Sheikh Abdul Rahman Bin Khalifa  
Bin Abdul Azziz Al-Thani, Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Agriculture* (left), and Mr Lim Chee Onn**, Executive Chairman, 
Keppel Corporation (right)

*	 Now known as Minister of Municipality and Urban Planning
**	 Mr Lim is now the Chairman of Keppel Corporation
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Water is commonly referred to as a symbol of  wealth. To Keppel Seghers, 

a homegrown environmental technology and services provider, it is not 

just a growing source of revenue but also a significant business sector 

that has helped the company penetrate into some of the fastest-growing 

economies in the world. One example of Keppel Seghers’ success is its 

foray into the Middle Eastern market. 
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The effective management of our environmental 
and water resources has become increasingly 
important and Singapore plans to take on a leading 
role. With this in mind, the National Research 
Foundation (NRF), through the Environment 
& Water Industry Development Council (EWI), 
introduced a postgraduate scholarship programme 
in 2008 to groom talents and develop specialists to 
support the needs of the fast-growing and vibrant 
environment and water industry. 

Milieu speaks to Sri Hernani, one 
of the three inaugural 
recipients of the 
scholarship. 

From a young age, Sri always had a passion for 

environmental issues and incidentally, her first job was with 

the National Environment Agency as an Environmental 

Health Officer. Three years into the job, she heard about the 

NRF scholarship and immediately jumped at the chance to 

further her studies and passion in the environmental field.

“When I graduated from the National University of Singapore, 

there weren’t as many opportunities for environmental jobs 

like there are now,” Sri recalls. “When I heard that the EWI 

was offering the scholarship, I was thrilled and applied for 

it. It was no doubt an excellent opportunity to further my 

career in the environment and water industry.”

On-The-Job Training
Sri was awarded the scholarship to pursue a one-year 

Master of Science in Environmental Technology at 

the Nanyang Technological University. As it was 

jointly funded by NRF and United States-based 

water company Black & Veatch, Sri had the 

opportunity to intern at the company for two 

months during her semester break. “The 

internship has been useful as it gives me 

an idea of what the company is about. I 

got to know the people in the company, how 

the company is run and also find out about the kind 

of projects they do,” says Sri. “I enjoyed the experience 

tremendously!”

This internship also serves as an orientation of sorts for Sri, as 

she is bonded for two years to Black & Veatch under the terms 

of the scholarship. In fact, Sri graduated at the end of last year 

and recently joined the company as a consultant working on 

PUB’s Active, Beautiful and Clean Waters projects in Kranji and  

Pang Sua.

“It is quite hard to get an engineering job when you don’t have the 

necessary experience, more so when it is at such a well established 

company. As a fresh graduate and young engineer, I’m glad for this chance 

to learn the ropes,” Sri enthuses. “It is even more meaningful for me, as I 

can combine the training with my interest and do my part to help manage 

Singapore’s waterways.”

If you too have a passion for environment and water technologies, 

and would like to take up the opportunities of this scholarship, visit  

www.mewr.gov.sg/ewi for more details.
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